THE HERITAGE SOCIETY OF AUSTIN

A Brief History

The Heritage Society of Austin, a non-profit orgaation chartered by the State of Texas, was found&853 to assist in
the preservation of buildings, markets, historgitds, works of art, documents, papers and picinfrésstorical, traditional

or cultural value; to discover and work toward depenent of areas of natural beauty and charm aksasehose places of
special historical interest within the City of Austand its environs; and to disseminate knowleggemote interest,

encourage study and research and to act in ancag\dapacity to interested groups of persons agdrozations regarding
those things already enumerated.

Funds for HSA projects have come from several ssir@ major contributor was the Heritage Guildig&hized in 1963,
the Guild successfully operated a coffee shop andst center in the Old Lundberg Bakery for seyears. Purchased
and preserved by HSA, the Old Bakery was sold ¢oState of Texas in 1970 then deeded to the Ciyustin in 1979.
The OIld Bakery and Emporium continues to serveGitg as part of the Parks and Recreation DepartsieSgnior
Program.

Fundraising events have greatly contributed to HS#&Ssets. The reopening of the Driskill Hotel 873 featured a
spectacular ball honoring Texas governors and ttescendants. For twelve years HSA sponsored &qu&s Show and
Festival featuring antique dealers from acrossthuntry. To foster interest in the revitalizatioindowntown Austin, HSA
has held fundraising events at Scarbroughs, Bank Gpaghetti Warehouse, Walter Tips Building, Nayd/drower,
Sampson-Henricks Building, Hannig Row and the Tenipland Building. HSA spearheaded restoratiomréedf of the
Paramount Theatre with an “On With the Show” beniefil976. In November 1980, HSA sponsored “To thkugVith
Love,” a benefit to assist The Friends of the Goees Mansion Committee in their fundraising eféofor the renovation
and furnishing of the Mansion. HSA and the AuS@team Train Association sponsored two “HeritagenTBalls” (1992
and 1993) to jointly benefit each organization. mark the celebration of its 40th birthday in 19885A debuted the
Heritage Homes Tours. Presented annually, thess ghowcase the rich heritage of our communitgugh its varied
historic architecture.

HSA has provided financial assistance to presamatrojects in a number of ways. By becoming ohthe four major

stockholders in the Driskill Hotel Corporation, H&&sured the survival of the historic Driskill Hoie 1971. Over $2.8
million in grants and loans have been made to tassjgreservation efforts. HSA even purchased adligion contract to

save and move the Jacob Larmour House and fundeaves of utility lines enabling the Walter Tips Hsmito move from
Seventh Street across the Congress Avenue Bridige poesent site. Purchase of historic propetiie$iSA and resale to
preservationists has enabled restoration of thehifétd Mansion and Cottage, the Eugene Bremond ¢land Walter Tips
Building. In celebration of its Silver Anniversamg 1978, HSA made $100,000 in matching or supptgaiegrants

available to owners of commercial properties fatoeation, protection, preservation and beautificadf historic building

facades. Completed in 1981, this program stimdldmendreds of thousands of dollars of private itmest on the 7
projects involved.

HSA owns the Jourdan-Bachman Pioneer Farms. Ridtegens, situated on over eighty acres on sceninMW&reek in

northeast Austin, was given to HSA by the late Eigg6&iles and his sister, Laura. In 1974, HSA ldabse land for 50
years to the Austin Natural Science AssociatioNSA in cooperation with the Parks and Recreatiopd@nent, the
Natural Science Guild and the Heritage Societyetigyed an outdoor living history museum depictifegih rural Central

Texas of the 1880s. Through hands-on activitidsta and children can experience a place wheterkiseally repeats
itself every day. The City of Austin withdrew fisnding for Pioneer Farms in 2004. At that times #il volunteer Pioneer
Farms Board of Governors undertook responsibittythe operations of the Farms, under an operatingement with the
Heritage Society of Austin.

To express appreciation to those preservationists have actively contributed to Austin’s heritagtSA sponsors an
annual awards presentation. In 1996 the Heritaggef of Austin established the Frank and Sue McBésionary
Award. The most recent Visionary Award was grartefbrmer HSA President John Donisi in 2007 fa &tlvocacy to
preserve the Capitol View Corridors.



