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July 30, 2008

Mr. Kevin Cole, Esq.

Chairman, Urban Renewal Agency
City of Austin

P.O. Box 1088

Austin, TX 78768 N

L)
Dear Chai ,

We understand the City of Austin’s Urban Renewal Agency is currently considering proposals
for redevelopment of Block 16, bounded by East 11t, Juniper, Branch and Curve Streets. We
also understand that up to $1.5 million in funds resulting from the City of Austin’s 2006 Bond
Package may be dedicated for the redevelopment of Block 16.

The Dietrich-Hamilton House at 912 East 11th Street currently sits on Block 16. ‘This home
was the first to be purchased by freed slaves in Travis County. The City’s African American
Resoutce Advisory Commission has unanimously tecommended that this structure be
preserved and restored, and utilized as part of a larger development that would include various
civic and cultural uses.

Unfortunately, some have proposed demolition of this structure — and utilization of the $1.5
million in bond funds to construct an entirely new facility on the site. We believe this outcome
would be a loss for preservation. As you know, the City’s African American Quality of Life
Initiative, an ongoing effort initated in 2005, noted the lack of recognized historical sites
relating to Austin’s significant African American population, and recommended that the City
more prominently acknowledge and promote this history. We believe the restoration of the
Dietrich-Hamilton House would be an important step in meeting the stated objectives of the
Initiative.

We also believe this outcome may significantly undermine the trust of the electorate.
Proposition Four was part of a broad package presented to the voters in November of 2006,
generally addressing investment in cultural facilities. City-produced documents heralded the
Proposition as “allow[ing] us to . . . tenovate the Hamilton-Deitrich House on East 11t
Street.” Majot publications covered the Proposition as “$1.5 million toward the renovation of
the Hamilton-Deitrich House, the first house in Austin bought by freed slaves” and
editorialized in suppott, citing the lack of funding for such efforts in the past. The Proposition
was approved with more than 57% of the vote.

The Heritage Society of Austin strongly utrges the use of these bond proceeds for their
intended use — the restoration of the Dietrich-Hamilton House, preserving it as a link to the
past, while incorporating it into a facility dedicated to a positive future.
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